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Symposium

“Climate Change : A Challenge for World Heritage”

April 7th and 8th, 2011 at the Palais de la découverte

The “Science, Arts, Culture, Innovations and Multimedia” (SACIM) department of Versailles Saint-
Quentin-en-Yvelines University (UVSQ) organizes a symposium about the impact of climate change on 
World Heritage.  This event is set up in collaboration with the World Heritage Centre of the UNESCO and 
Universcience, it will aim to aware the audience on the effects of climate change linked to our common, 
cultural and natural heritage.

A Theme at the Heart of Current Concerns
Beyond controversy, the issue of climate change is a subject debated in the scientific news and media. However, it 
is rare that its effects on World Heritage are discussed. This symposium is presented as a survey and a projection 
on the strategies, methods, measures and field mechanisms to preserve cultural and natural World Heritage.

The Palais de la découverte will be the place for exchange and debate among the general audience and researchers, 
experts, professionals but also representatives of civil society (associations, NGOs, etc..) and creators (filmmakers, 
artists , etc..). 

Four Sessions, Multiple Lighting
This symposium in collaboration with UNESCO wishes to inform the audience of the diversity and wealth of 
heritage sites, their vulnerability (risks, threats, etc.) and propose actions and potential for their preservation. 
Four sessions will allow everyone to understand the complexity of issues related to heritage. Led by speakers 
from their specialties, they will take place over two days and deal with each issue, taking into account the 
complexity of contemporary issues. They will aware audience and sustainable protection of cultural and natural 
properties inscribed on the World Heritage List since 1972.
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On April 7th, 2011

10h-12h30 La nature s’acclimate
... or the evolution of climate change and its impacts on natural 
heritage.

14h-16h30 : L’échiquier climatique
... or the strategies and means used to fight the effects of 
climate change on World Heritage.

On April 8th, 2011

10h-12h30 : Bye bye cultures ? 
… or the impacts of climate change on cultural intangible 
heritage.

14h-16h30 : Vous avez un message
... or cultural coordination and public awareness of the 
consequences of climate change on World Heritage.


